
 Presentation Transcript
Whited Sepulchers

By Bill Jacobs
July 11, 2013

Today’s presentation is titled, Whited Sepulchers. It’s part of our series on Baptism. 

The term whited sepulchers comes from a comment Jesus made when talking to the 
Pharisees. He made this statement not long before He died and it’s one of His most 
impassioned speeches. Let’s read it. It’s in Matthew 23, beginning in verse 27. 

Matthew 23:27 – Woe to you scribes and Pharisees! Hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s 
bones and all uncleanness. Even so you outwardly appear righteous to others, but inside 
you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

In those days, the wealthy interred their loved ones above ground in tombs cut out of rock, 
much like we do today. But instead of polishing the stone, they would use whitewash to 
cover them and make them beautiful. It was like paint. Jesus was telling the people that the 
Pharisees appeared to be righteous, but in reality they were two things – lawbreakers and 
hypocrites – that is, deceptive about their lawbreaking. With them, it was not what you see 
is what you get. What you got was a façade, not who they really were. 

What does this have to do with baptism? We’ve explained previously, in this series, that we 
make a covenant with God when we’re baptized – to try to live by God’s rules, which is 
His law. And Christ promises to cover, with His gracious forgiveness, any failings that 
might occur, provided that we’re sincere in our repentance and our desire to walk as He 
walked. We can see the word lawless in that scripture that we just read. The word there is 
anomia from the Greek – anomos – which means lawless – without law. It’s translated in 
the New Testament godless men, lawless, and transgressors. I think I covered that aspect 
of living to please God in our series on Baptism already – some of the previous episodes. If 
you missed them, by the way, you can go back and catch, What Is Baptism? and Deadman 
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Walking. But I don’t think I’ve covered this other word that Jesus used – the word 
hypocrisy. So that’s what we’re going to focus on today. 

What does that word mean? Well, from the Louw & Nida Lexicon, it means: pretense, to 
give an impression of having certain purposes or motives, while in reality having quite 
different ones; to pretend; to act hypocritically; pretense; hypocrisy. They site Luke 20:20 
– which says: They sent spies who pretended to be righteous in order to trap Him in some 
statement – and also Mark 12:15 – where it says: He saw through their hypocrisy and said, 
“Why are you trying to trap Me?” Further, reading in Louw & Nida, it says: In a number 
of languages the words are expressed in idiomatic ways. For example: to have two faces, 
to have two tongues, to be two people or to have two hearts. Strong’s say it can mean play 
acting. And that term is reminiscent to me of the nominal Christian, who plays at being a 
Christian, but, in reality, is not completely committed to the lived Christian life. 

So the word Jesus used means to try to cover up one’s sins instead of owning them, or to 
pretend to be godly, when one has little or no intention of it. Not only do we have to try to 
obey God, we have to also be honest about our failures and sincere in our efforts to follow 
Him. He wants us – using a biblical quote – to worship Him in sincerity and truth.

Where does hypocrisy come from? Can you recall the first place in the Bible that we see 
it? Yeah, it’s in Genesis, isn’t it – the very first book of the Bible. And it’s in the first part 
of Genesis – the first three or four chapters, where Adam and Eve hid themselves from 
God. They were performing a cover up – a practice later perfected by the House and 
Senate of the United States. The devil told them they were naked – like that was something 
to be ashamed of. They heard God coming and they hid from Him. They felt defective. 
That’s what shame is – a feeling of defectiveness. And, instead of owning it, they tried to 
hide it. Let’s notice the connection, as Jesus made it. In John 8, we see Jesus talking to the 
scribes and Pharisees.  He tells them:

John 8:37 – “I know that you are offspring of Abraham, yet you seek to kill Me, because 
My words find no place in you. I speak of what I have seen with My Father and you do 
what you have heard from your father.” And they answered Him, “Abraham is our father.” 
And Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing the works of 
Abraham. But now you seek to kill Me – a Man who has told you the truth that I heard 
from God. This is not what Abraham did.” Verse 41:

V-41 – “You are doing the works your father did.” They said to Him, “We were not born of 
sexual immorality. We have one Father, even God.” See, they were implying that His 
mother conceived Him out of wedlock – an insult. Jesus said to them, “If God were your 
Father, you would love Me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of My own 
accord, but He who sent Me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you 
cannot bear to hear My words. You are of your father the devil and your will is to do your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth 
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because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is 
a liar and the father of liars. So Jesus brands the devil as the root cause of their 
deceptiveness, just as it is laid out in Genesis. 

But how has the initial hypocrisy of Adam and Eve been passed down to us? Do we have 
“sin nature”? I’m saying that and I’m putting it in quotes to show that it’s a term used in 
modern Christianity that’s bandied about, but that’s not a biblical term. Or were we, 
instead, like Adam and Eve, born sincere and wholehearted, but corrupted by the devil? I 
think, if you read the first four chapters of Genesis, you will see no evidence of anything 
being implanted in Adam and Eve, except for concepts that came from the devil. If you 
look at it closely, he just talked to them. There was no voodoo, no curses, no spells, no 
superstition, no interpretations. Just read what it says. It’ll come clear. They contracted his 
way of thinking and passed it on to their children. The devil is a deceptive liar and so are 
we now. It says he’s our father in that. 

But what about the tree? It says, “Their eyes were opened to know good and evil,” after 
they ate of it. But until then, they didn’t know evil existed. They were as pure as the driven 
snow. How does that fit in with the “sin nature.” You know, I kind of liken this episode 
with the tree to be somewhat like the thing that we see today in society where children – 
especially teenage girls – cut themselves. People ask me all the time why they do that. I 
think it’s because they know about it mostly. I don’t know the first person who did that, but 
now you have all these mindless, silly, celebrity women on YouTube and Facebook and 
Twitter, talking about it like it’s some cool thing. So now it’s another maladaptive method 
to deal with anxiety that the immature and anxious have available to them. In the same 
way, with Adam and Eve, after distrusting God and eating of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, they then had all kinds of options available to them that they never had 
before – all of them bad – driven by guilt and shame – defectiveness – and the loss of 
relationship with their Maker. 

Why do you think the Pharisees hated Jesus so much? Why were they trying to get rid of 
Him? Well, there’s a place in the Bible where they just lay it out. In one of their secret 
meetings, the Pharisees were talking about what to do about the Jesus problem. Let’s read 
it in John 11:48. They said:

John 11:48 – “If we let Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place and our nation.” So they were afraid He was 
going to take their status away from them. He would win and they would lose their place in 
the religious hierarchy. 

You know, the Romans, at that time, allowed them to have that place and to have that 
nation. Not long after Christ died, the Romans came, and tore down the temple, and tried 
to expunge the Jews altogether. So their fears were real.  But the point is this: we do not 
enhance our relationship with God by our status among men. We draw close to God by 
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following Him, by obeying Him, and by trusting Him to take care of us and take care of 
our past losses. We don’t need a place or a nation for that. We just need to trust God. 

Okay. That’s what was going on back then. Where do we meet hypocrisy in our lives 
today? Let’s think about some practical applications of this principle. 

Have you ever driven by one of the churches in your neighborhood and seen the word 
reformed in the church’s name on the marquis? That word is there to indicate that the 
church has come out of another church. It has been reformed. They were either driven off, 
or left of their own accord, or both, due to internal strife in the parent organization. It’s 
impossible to tell, just looking at a sign out in front of a church, whether the parent 
organization or the reformed organization carries more of the blame, but it really makes no 
sense to blame anyone anyway. But you can be sure that there was a fracture at some time 
in the past. And you can bet money that there was a lot of bad feelings as well, along with 
politics, posturing, self-importance, self-will, deception and lies – all the things Jesus 
accused the Pharisees of doing and being. Perhaps the fracture was over beliefs or changes 
to them. Or it could have been over money. Or it could have been over who will be in 
charge, like with the Pharisees. Or it could have been over mission – what’s most 
important for us to do now and how to do it? 

You know, if people will sit down and look for solutions that work for everyone, instead of 
trying to wrest control from the other side, if people would not be so hypocritical and more 
like Christians are supposed to be – loving, caring, unifying – maybe there wouldn’t be so 
many denominations, splits, schisms and sects. But we don’t seem to be able to act like 
Christians when it comes to church. 

Another area where I really see it in my professional life is in marriage counseling. People 
tell each other they love one another, yet they call each other terrible names, battle each 
other for control in the relationship instead of looking for solutions that care for both of 
them and meet both their needs. Marriage is supposed to be mutually supportive, respectful 
and loving. To say we love somebody and yet treat them in an unloving, adversarial way is 
Pharisaic. It’s terrible to think about that, but that’s what we see in our society today. 

Let’s think about a third and final area of consideration. Let’s think about the practice of 
manipulation. When we look in the Bible for descriptions of godliness, Christian behavior, 
righteousness, etc., we find certain terms coming up repeatedly. Those words are humble, 
sincere, wholehearted, gentle, kind, true. In the ancient Greek, the notion of truth had an 
out-in-the-open quality to it. That said, secretiveness, plotting, not telling the whole truth, 
deceptiveness, and all other forms of manipulation are contrary to the values of God. 

We know, from what Jesus said – quoted in the beginning of this presentation – they all 
come, originally, from the devil and what he presented to our original parents, Adam and 
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Eve. But how, exactly, does that get passed down? Where does the tendency to insincerely 
manipulate people come from? Well, to me, that’s an interesting question. 

Attachment theory is very helpful here. I’m going to call on my psychotherapeutic 
background now to deal with this theological issue. Evidences indicate that children who 
grow up not feeling loved or cared for at an emotional level develop indirect ways of 
meeting their own needs. They learn early that asking doesn’t do any good. I had a man in 
my office recently who could remember, as a very young child in the crib, thinking that 
nobody was going to come. So there’s no reason to trust when things like that happen. And 
instead, they grow up and they learn to use power, control, charm and manipulation to 
meet their own needs. In a way, it’s kind of what a baby needs to do to survive in that 
situation, but, as we get older, it doesn’t work anymore. It turns everybody away from us. 

But how is it that a child doesn’t get their emotional needs met? Well, by having a parent 
who didn’t get theirs met, so they don’t know how to attend to a child emotionally, or they 
have numbed themselves emotionally so they can’t connect to their child, or they’re 
medicating away their pain of past unmet needs with alcohol or drugs, or they’re 
preoccupied with meeting their own needs now. Maybe they’re under relational stress or 
financial stress. See how it gets passed down? The devil has created a world where 
everyone suffers losses. And the pain of loss, if not surrendered to God, causes us to inflict 
losses on those we love, and so it goes. 

If you want to know more about how all that works, look for our series on Overcoming 
Loss on our Website – liferesource.org. There’s a blue box on left side of the front page and 
you’ll see Resources by Series there. Just click on that link and you’ll find it. 

So God wants us to give our past losses to Him for healing. He wants us to become open, 
honest, sincere and wholehearted in our trust of Him. He wants us to do the inner work of 
the soul, so that we’re not like whited sepulchers, full of decay and old bones. Besides 
simply trying to obey God’s law, He also wants us to work on our inner being. If we do 
that, He promises to pour out His powerful Spirit upon us to help us become more like 
Him in our behavior and, more importantly, in our heart. And that’s all part of our 
baptismal agreement with Jesus Christ and God the Father. 

Well, that’s it for today. We publish every two weeks on Thursdays. Feel free to check out 
our YouTube channel, LifeResource Videos, and our Website, liferesource.org. Until next 
time, put off deception and manipulation, shoot straight with people. They’ll appreciate it. 
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