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Knowing God. This was given at the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles.  
 
Good morning, everyone. Well, again, to the Feast of Tabernacles. 
 
Let’s start – for our opening scripture – in Hebrews 9, the 8th verse. It says: 
 
Hebrews 9:8 – “The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.” 
 
So when will that time be? When is that new covenant going to be made? That’s right. 
It’s going to happen after Christ returns to the earth. So that’s why we’re talking about it 
today – because the day we’re observing pictures that time.  
 
V-9 – “It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers, when I took them by 
the hand to lead them out of Egypt. Because they did not remain faithful to My covenant, 
I turned away from them ,” declares the Lord. “This is the covenant I will make with the 
house of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put My laws in their minds and 
write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they will be My people. No longer 
will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because 
they will all know Me – from the least of them to the greatest – for I will forgive their 
wickedness and I will remember their sins no more.”  
 
Wow! “For they will all know Me – from the least of them to the greatest.” We’re here to 
picture a time when everybody is going to know God. Encouraging, right? But what does 
that mean? What does it mean, in reality? Well, it’s fitting to think about what that means 
– what the benefit will be – when the day comes when we all know God – because we’re 
representing that day now. It’s also appropriate to think about what it means to us, since 
we are here to picture that time and to live out our lives now.  
 
So what does it mean to know God now in our lives today? Well, I have an example for 
you. I want to tell you a story about a guy – a guy in the Bible. He was a fisherman by 
trade – probably successful at it. He was called by Jesus to be one of the twelve disciples. 
He had a brother named James. And his name was John. He probably wrote the Gospel of 
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John. And he wrote the books, 1, 2 and 3 John. And he penned the book of Revelation. 
So he was a prolific writer for God. What was he like? Let’s go to Mark 3, and verse 16. 
It says: 
 
Mark 3:16 – These are the twelve He appointed: Simon – to whom He gave the name, 
Peter – James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John – to them He gave the name 
Boanerges, which means sons of thunder….  
 
So what do you think that means? What was our guy, John, like? Well, there’s another 
way to translate that idiom and it’s not as good. It says, “Sons of rage.” So our John is an 
angry guy. Let’s see how he carries it. Let’s go to Matthew 20:20. 
 
Matthew 20:20 – Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons, and 
kneeling down, asked a favor of Him. “What is it you want?” He asked. She said, “Oh 
nothing. Just grant that these, my two sons, may sit on Your right and the other on Your 
left in Your kingdom. I don’t want much. I just want top shelf.” “You don’t know what 
you’re asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I’m going to drink?” And 
they answered instantly, “We can.” Jesus said to them, “Well, you will, indeed, drink of 
my cup, but to sit at My right or left is not for Me to grant. These places belong to those 
for whom they have been prepared by My Father.” And when the ten heard about this, 
they were indignant with the two brothers.  
 
Let’s think about this little vignette for a moment. If a mother would do this, she probably 
did a lot of other things, as well, for those guys. It’s called enmeshment in my work. 
When mother enmesh with their sons, do you know what that causes? It causes them to 
be angry.  
 
Let’s look at another scripture. Mark 9:38. 
 
Mark 9:38 – “Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in Your name, 
and we told him to stop because he was not one of us.” “Don’t stop him,” Jesus said. 
“No one who does a miracle in My name can, in the next moment, say anything bad 
about Me. For whoever is not against us is for us.” 
 
So there’s Jesus diametrically the opposite to our guy, John. Jesus is wide open and 
accepting, but John…well, he’s an exclusivist. He thinks he’s better – that he knows 
more. He’s in an exclusive group.  
 
Luke 9, verse 51.   
 
Luke 9:51 – As the time approached for Him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely 
set out for Jerusalem. He sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village 
to get things ready for Him. So this is late in Jesus’ ministry, right? It’s getting close to 
the end. But the people there did not welcome Him because He was heading for 
Jerusalem. And then the disciples, James and John, saw this, they asked the Lord, “Lord, 
do you want us to call down fire from heaven and destroy them?” And Jesus turned and 
rebuked them and they went to another village.  
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So not only was he an exclusivist, he was spiteful about it. You know, our ranks are filled 
with people like this – angry people who express their anger by thinking they are better 
than others, know more than others and are superior to other people. That’s why they’re 
so opinionated, and superior, and argumentative, and dogmatic about their beliefs. 
Secretly, they’d like to call down fire on everybody that disagrees with them.  
 
So that doesn’t say too much for our guy, does it? How did he write all of these books? 
Well, something happened. Something happened to John. We’re told that his head was 
resting on Jesus’ chest at the Passover dinner that they had before Jesus died. Think about 
that. And he’s called the disciple that Jesus loved. While He was hanging from the stake, 
Jesus assigned John the job of taking care of His mother. Would you leave your mother 
in the hands of an angry, spiteful man? I don’t think so. Something happened. John 
changed.  
 
I was reading, some years ago, about the great books that have been written in the world 
about love. And the author listed 1 John as the primary work – the most important work 
that has ever been written on the subject of human love – and I guess we could say, 
Godly love, in this case – was John. So what’s the picture that is emerging here? Well, 
somehow a son of thunder was transformed into an apostle of love. 
 
So what happened? How did that happen? Well, we’re not told, but we’re shown. It’s all 
about the relationship. It’s obvious that John’s relationship with Jesus Christ changed 
him. He learned a better way to live – a better way to be in the world. He was 
transformed by knowing God. What do you know? That’s the topic we’re talking about 
today – knowing God. So we can be transformed, too. And that’s why this is an important 
topic. And that brings us back to one of the great purposes of the Feast – when we picture 
a time when everybody will know God. And in knowing God, they will be changed.  
 
Historically, we have always said that the Feast is a time to rehearse the meaning of the 
festival. But the meaning for us is that, if we know God, we will be transformed, too.  
 
So how does knowing God change us? Well, let’s go to Psalm 103, verse 13. David said: 
 
Psalm 103:13 – As a father pities his children, so the LORD pities those who fear Him, 
for He knows our frame. He remembers that we are dust.  
 
So David was acknowledging that he was weak, but that God knew how weak he was, 
and that God took care of him.  
 
Now I have a young friend – a young woman – who has a way with food. She loves to 
cook. Another one of her skills is that she is highly organized. So she can fix a meal for a 
large group of people and do it for an incredibly low price, because she very 
systematically designs her menus and goes out and shops for the ingredients. She uses 
this talent to serve the church. I certainly have been the beneficiary of her gift. And it is a 
gift. And she uses this talent to help out in the church. And she also wants to be a chef, 
which, you know, is quite a detailed process and involved. It takes a lot of time and 
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effort. She has set up some specific interim steps. And one of them was to work in a 
specific restaurant to get training. Recently, she and her sister were looking for an 
apartment to share and they came across one right near where her sister works. They were 
a little apprehensive because they have pets, so that’s always iffy when you’re trying to 
rent an apartment. As it happened, they found this apartment right near there, where she 
was working and the landlord just happened to be there. Most landlords don’t hang out 
where they rent too often. But they inquired. The rent was too high. So they talked to him 
about it and he dropped the rent a little bit so they could afford it. He said that he would 
waive the pet premium that he usually charged. He warned them about the lady next 
door, who was elderly and liked it quiet. They met her and learned that her son is part-
owner of the restaurant my friend wants to work in. So we don’t know where it’s going 
from there, but somebody is taking care of her.  
 
How do you think that makes her feel? Do you think it makes her feel like the unseen 
hand of God is doing things in her life that she can’t do for herself? I think she does. Do 
you think she feels encouraged? Do you think she feels like her faith has been boosted? 
So that let’s her know something more about God in a very real way. And that is that 
He’s interested in her life, and her career, and that He loves her, and, of course, we 
always have to add, in spite of all her weaknesses – just like a father loves his little 
children.  
 
So when has God reached into your life, in spite of your weaknesses, and done something 
for you that you couldn’t have done for yourselves. Well, if it hasn’t been anything 
recent, don’t worry. It’s just that you haven’t needed anything lately. He will when He 
thinks you really need it. That’s how it works.  
 
One of the things that God does is that He encourages us. That changes us, doesn’t it, 
when He gets involved in our lives.  
 
What else happens when knowing God affects us? Well, our values change as we get to 
know God better.  
 
I had an interesting experience recently. There’s a news commentator who has become 
popular. He happens to be a Mormon. He believes Christians should unite and insist that 
our government begin acting responsibly and honorably. Now, I’m not a Mormon, but 
I’m all for our elected officials acting responsibly and honorably. That hasn’t happened in 
my lifetime, so I’d really like to see it before I go out. Well, someone in one of the 
churches of God made a comment about this commentator on one of the Church of God 
forums. And a minister, in one of the churches of God that I know of, gave a response. 
And he said that the Church of God has never been active in politics – that we should stay 
out of that arena – and depend solely on Christ. We’ve been called out of the world! And 
he also made a comment about the Mormon agenda for the US. And I suppose the 
implication there is that, we, in the Church of God, have nothing in common with 
Mormons. Well, I know I have one thing in common with that Mormon. We would like 
to see the same thing happen to our elected officials. When I was reading his posts or his 
letter – I can’t really remember what it was now – I had this strange feeling come over 
me. I realized that I used to think just like that! I used to think just like that. But I have 
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changed. And I learned, by reading the Bible and learning from other people who read 
the Bible, that Jesus Christ does not want us to sit back and let our nation be overtaken by 
scoundrels, thieves and oppressors. He doesn’t want that. I learned that God gives us 
human government to keep order and protect us from oppression. In this country, we are 
the government – just as in ancient Israel – during the time of the judges, where everyone 
was required to participate in government, because they were the government. So, also, 
we have a civic responsibility. That’s what I learned.  
 
Now there are people that would argue with me on that. And I’m not going to make my 
point about that right now. But I’m just telling you for the sake of this example. But I 
used to think that I was to trust God and stay out of government, and now I see that I 
need to do what I can to help. That’s my responsibility. So, by studying the Bible over 
my lifespan, I’ve learned something about God that I didn’t know. And that has caused 
me to change my behavior – change my values, if you will. Now, I’m sixty-four years old 
and I admit that I’ve been pretty slow on the uptake on this issue. I didn’t learn it until 
fairly recently. But that’s a good thing, because God allows us to continue to learn over 
our lifespan. Until we take our last breath, it’s still not too late to learn something new. 
So, in my case, it truly is “better late than never.” So the stand that we ought to solely rely 
on God in the government of our nation is, in my opinion now, just an excuse to do 
nothing, to bury our talent, to remain disengaged, unconscious of God’s hand at work in 
the world. If we do that, we’re sheeple and we’re sheep-walking. (New vocabulary.) 
 
Another thing that happens to us when we start to get to know God better is we start 
doing what God does. We become more God-like. Listen to what Paul said.  
 
Philippians 3:10-11 - …that I may know Him – there’s that “know God” thing again, 
right? – and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffering, being 
conformed to His death if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
Knowing God changes the way we behave. It causes us to engage.  
 
I want to read you a scripture. Genesis 2, verse 1.  
 
Genesis 2:1 – Thus the heavens and the earth and all the hosts of them were finished. (I 
had to read that – if you can get to chapter 2, you’ll know it’s verse 1 – but I have an 
audience here that zings me every time I either put it down wrong on the paper or say it 
wrongly. So, okay, there we go. Genesis 2:1-3 - …and all the hosts of them were finished. 
And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done. And then God blessed 
the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which He had 
created and made.  
 
Now what did God do on the seventh day? He rested. Right? Now, can God be anywhere 
in the universe He wants to at any time? Yes, He can. And does the sun only set on earth 
from sunset to sunset when the Sabbath is? Yes, that’s true. Somehow, God can still keep 
the Sabbath. Right? I mean that is what it says. So all the arguments that I’ve heard about 
how you can’t keep the Sabbath in Alaska…out the window! All the arguments I’ve 
heard about how we have the Holy Spirit and we keep the Sabbath all the time now…out 
the window!  
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So we have here an example set for us by Jesus Christ, the Creator. He observed the 
Sabbath. He very pointedly tells us that He did. We know He observed it while He was 
on earth as a human. He called Himself the Lord of the Sabbath at that time. We also see 
the New Testament church keeping it in the Bible.  
 
Now, I know some of you think it was changed. And actually it was. Obviously, it’s 
changed to Sunday. But that happened after all the apostles that knew Jesus had died. It 
was changed in the first century by church leaders who wanted to make it easier for 
people to convert, since they already observed Sunday. And we can know that this is true 
because, over time, the arguments that they have used to prove Sunday keep changing to 
seem relevant to whatever group of people they’re talking to. Do you know what the 
argument was that they used in the first century? Jesus was the Sun of Righteousness, 
we’re told in Isaiah. That argument doesn’t hold any water today, so they have a different 
one now. We should keep Sunday today because the Holy Spirit is in us and now we’re 
keeping the Sabbath in our hearts all the time. Was Jesus keeping the Sabbath while He 
did His work on the first six days of creation? No. He kept it on the seventh day. Does He 
have the Holy Spirit in Him? Yes. So what Christianity does today is not what it says to 
do. That reminds me of a two-year-old who keeps spreading the peas around on the plate, 
hoping it will look like he’s eaten most of them, or pushing them underneath the edge of 
the plate, trying to look like he’s obeying the rules, but, actually, he’s desperately trying 
to avoid them.  
 
So, in resisting the example set by God, some people miss out on so much – when they 
don’t do what He says. When we know God in this way, it aligns us even more with God 
and we get to know more about Him. Every time a Sabbath keeper sees the sun set on 
Friday night, and the Sabbath begin, he or she knows something big is coming in the 
future – something that God has longed for for a long, long time. Do you know what that 
is? Do you know what He’s longing for? You can. But you have to keep the day. It’s the 
only way.  
 
Now we come to that step that we always take at LifeResource – the all important action 
step. How can we know God? Well, the first step is really simple. We can ask God to 
make Himself known to us. We can focus on getting to know God better. And we can 
read His book. If you want to know somebody – what they’re like – you read their book, 
right? Well… “But it’s so big. It’s so old and so complex.” Read the book! Get a modern 
language translation, put it by your bed, read it fifteen minutes every night before you go 
to be, and pretty soon, you’ll know what He says. It just makes so much sense, doesn’t it?  
 
One of the ways we can ask Him is, “What do you want me to do?” I don’t ask my wife 
that question very often anymore, because I already know. But asking that question, I get 
to know more about what she’s like.  
 
I had a crisis in my life a few years ago. It came to my awareness, through Bible study, 
that I needed to participate more in disciple-making, and also to teach others to do so and 
how to do it. But there were people trying to prevent that. So I had to ask God, “What do 
you want me to do?” And you know, that answer led me into a whole new aspect of God 
being that I never understood before. What do you want me to do?  
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Another thing we can do, besides asking Him, is to be mindful of God’s ways. When I 
became a counselor, I had to learn how to understand people’s experience. And as I 
learned how to do that, I realized, quite frequently, what I first learned about people was 
good, but there were always deeper issues that emerged. I got to know them better. And 
that’s the same thing with God.  
 
I had a young client who had been coming to see me for quite awhile and this child 
seemed to be a magnet for trouble. There was always drama swirling around her, always 
fights at school, seemed to show lots of attitude at school and at home – of course, in my 
office, a perfect angel – blunt with her comments to people. And at one point in her 
therapy, while she was twelve – or maybe thirteen – she got discouraged because she 
thought boys didn’t like her. She liked this particular boy, but he wouldn’t have anything 
to do with her, because another girl – here’s the drama – told him that my client was 
nothing but trouble and just a user. She was telling me this and she was crying. And I 
said, “So, is what she said true? Did you use him?” And she wailed, “No, I would never!” 
I was sitting there, seeing her misery, and I realized – because I knew her so well – that 
she was speaking from the heart. And this child was blunt, she was outspoken, she was 
mercurial, but there was not a manipulative bone in her body. She was kind of one of 
those kids “what you see is what you get.” Right? You might not like what you see, but 
that is who she is. But I would never have known that about her unless I made an effort to 
understand what she was like.  
 
What does that have to do with knowing God? What is God like? What are His opinions? 
Some people think that He’s disengaged, that He’s out of contact. Some think He doesn’t 
care. Some think He’s waiting to catch us in a trap. Is that true? Is that what He’s like? 
What is He like? What does He do? What does He say? What does He think about us? 
Well, if we will seek to know what God is like, He will reveal Himself to us. He’ll show 
us. He wants us to know. The problem is not with Him. It’s with us. We’re too busy. We 
don’t care.  
 
What else can we do to know God? Let’s go to Psalm 37:23. David said this: 
 
Psalm 37:32 – The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD. And he delights in His 
way. Though he fall, he shall not surely be cast down, for the LORD upholds him with 
His hand. I have been young, and now I am old. Yet I have not seen the righteous 
forsaken nor his descendants begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lends, and his 
descendants are blessed.  
 
What is the point there? Well, I think the point is that, if you really want to know God, 
it’s good to get out and look at what He’s done – who He’s created, what people are like, 
how they operate, what they think about. If they break God’s laws, what happens to 
them? If they obey them, what happens to them?  
 
I’ve talked over the last few weeks – and even today – about the people I meet and 
interact with in my everyday life. I talked a few weeks ago about a schizophrenic man I 
met at a clinic, or the little girl I just spoke about, or the people I met at a homeless 
shelter, or the attorney who just joined the Children’s Grief Center board. I don’t know 
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too many attorneys, but I got to talk to this one and see how he operates. I think about my 
friends, Jim O’Brien and Guy Swenson, and their mates, and their children, and many 
other people and friends that I have met along the way. The point being that, engaging 
with all these people, teaches me about what God is like. They do things I would never 
consider – some of them good, some of them not so good. But I learn about God from all 
those things.  
 
So, if we want to know what God is like, one of the things that we can do is get out there 
and engage His people, instead of sitting in our little cocoon, with our heads buried, 
sheep-walking. We need to get out there and be engaged.  
 
So what does it mean to know God? What it means is a total transformation for us – a 
change of values, a change of behavior, a change of motivation, a change of heart. It 
means a relationship with God and Christ. And that will lead us into the Kingdom of 
God.  
 
Jeremiah 9 says: 
 
Jeremiah 9:23 – This is what the LORD says, “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom, 
or the strong man boast of his strength, or the rich man boast of his riches. But let him 
who boasts, boast about this: that he understands and knows Me – that I am the LORD, 
who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on the earth. For in these things I 
delight.”  
 
What a great day it’s going to be when we can help people of the world get to know the 
One true God and His Son Jesus Christ. And it will be even better if we can work now to 
help others get to know God in this life. And the first step there is to get know God better 
ourselves.  


